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Matthew xxiv. 44. 


Therefore, be ye alſo ready: 

for in ſuch 2. Her as you 
think not, the Son of Man 
cometh, 


d to give you a Funeral-Difcourſe on 0c- 
> 5 et, Death of one ot the moſt an- 
tient Members of this Congregation, Mrs. 
arburton I am now called to aſſiſt you 
in improving the much-lJamented Death of one 
of the youngeſt, Mr. Tho. Adams, who was well 
and dead in the Space of about cight Days. 

Many Circumftances concurred to have ren- 
dered his Life very defirable, His Parents had 
Reafon to hope his Life would have been a 
Credit to their Family, and the Comfort of 
their declining Years. Ve had ground to hope 
he would have been an Ornament and Support 
of this Chriftian Socicty, and a Bleſſing to the 

A 2 World 


J was but this Day Fortnight I was obli- 
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and Expectations, and call us to mourn: 5 
— Removal of a lovely Vouth in the 23 
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World, by his Prayers, Example and Subſtance. 
But it hath pleaſed the wiſe: and one 15 85 
biter of Life and Death to defeat our Peſire 


ear of his Age. 
It was his own Dcfire on his Death - Bed, that 


T ſhould addreſs to'ybu a ſerious Diſcourſe on 


this Occaſion, which I ſhall endeavour to do 
from the Words of our Saviour; Therefore br 


ye allo ready; for in ſubh gn Hour as je think 
50 . {> QT 


> 


aot, the don ꝙ Man comet. 
K J * 


r in As acnm Sort Ie 

In the preceding Part of the Chapter, Chriſt 
had been foretelling the Deſtruction of Feru/a- 
lem, and the End of that Church and State: 
He had given the Diſciples many Signs of his 
coming to execute, Vengeance on the hardened 
Jews, and had told them, that the preſent Ge- 
neration ſhould not paſs away till his Pre- 
diction was ere Verſe 34. Verily, I 
ay unto you, This Generation. ſhall not paſs, 


till all theſe Things be fulfilled Heaven and 


Earth ſball paſs away, but my Words ſball 
not paſs away. The preciſe Time was, indeed, 
a Sceret locked up in his Father's Breaſt, 
Verſe 36. Of that Day and Hour knoweth no 
Man, no, uot the Angels of Heaven, but my Father 
only; but it ſhould be very ſudden and ſur- 
prizing, like the Flood in the Days of Mab; 


for as they were eating and drinking, marrying 


and giving in Marriage, until the Day that 
Nas 7 Noah © 
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Noah enter d imo the Ark, and knew not until 
the Flood came and took them all away; ſo ſball. 
alſa the coming of the Son of Man be. 94 

Upon this he groundeth an Exhortation to 
conſtant Watchfulneſs in the 42d verſe; Natab 
therefore, for ye know not what Hour the Lord. 
cometh; and in the Words of the Text, There- 
fore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an Hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man cometh. | 01-57; 

But the Words may fitly be accommodated 
to the preſent. Occaſion ; and then, by the Com- 
ing of the Son of Man, we muſt underſtand his 
putting an End to our Lives, and removing us 
into the unſeen World; and taken in this Senſe 
they contain two Things that deſerve our Re- 
gard, and that may be of general Uſe. 


I. An earneſt Exhortation to be in a con- 
tinual Readineſs for Death: Be ye alſo 
— . ready. | l 


II. An awful Motive to enforce the Exhor- 
tation, viz. Our Ignorance of the particu- 
lar Seaſon, and becauſe it may come hen 
we leaſt of all think of or expect it: In 


ſuch an Hour, or Seaſon, as ye think no, 


the Son of Man cometh, 


J. We have an Exhortation to be in a con- 
tinual Readineſs : Be ye alſo ready. 
There is an habitual and an actual Readineſs 


for the Coming of our Lord by Death: Then 
are 
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are we habitually ready, when we are in fach 
| a State, wherein we may dic with Safety, our 
great Affairs being ſettled, and our main eter- 
nal Intereſts ſecured : And then are we ad 
ready, when, befide the Safety of our State, we 
are in « proper Frame to go forth and meet 
the Son of Man, and yeild up our Souls with 
from a well-grounded Hope of our Inte- 
reſt in the Favour of God, thro* Chriſt, and a 
chearful Expectation of future-Happineſs. The 
former is abſolutely neceſſary; the latter is high- 
ly deſirable, that we may live and die with ſo- 
lid Peace, and have an abundant Entrance ad- 
miniſtred into the heavenly Kingdom. I ſhall 
deſcribe each of theſe as plainly as I can, in a 
b : 


If. We ſhould be habitzally prepared for the 
Coming of the Son of Man, or for Death, and 
never be eaſy until we are in ſuch a State where=- 

in we may leave this World with Safety, and be 
able to appear before our Judge without Dan- 

rer of being caſt and condemned, For this 
nd two I hings are neceſſary, by the Goſpel 

Conſtitution, Repentante towards God, and Faith 

in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . 


1. Repentance towards God. This conſiſts 
in ſuch a Senſe of the Evil of all our 1 — 
Tranſgreſſions, as puts us upon a forrowfal Con- 
ſeſſion and ſinc ere Reformation. We muſt de- 
clare our Iniquities, and be ſorry for our Sins, 


and 


* » N 
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and have no more to do with that accurſed 
Thing which God's Soul hateth; incouraged by 
N the Goodneſs of God, and the many Promiſes 
of Holy Scripture, 2 Iv. 7. Let the Wicked. 
forſals his Ways, and the unrighteons Man bis 
Thoughts, and let him turn to the Lord, and be 
will have Mercy on him, and abundantly pardon. 
| Ifaiah i. 16, 17, 18. Waſp 36 make je cleau, put 
| away the Evil your Doings from before mine 
= Eyes ; ceaſe - — at I - _ : . 
adgment, relieve the Oppreſſid, judge the Fa- 
Sr plead for the Widow ; Come now and let 
4s reaſon together, ſaith the Lora; though your 
is Sins be as Scarlet, they ſball be white as Snow, 
| chough they be rad like Crimſon, they ſhall bt as 
Wool, 1 John i. 9. If we confeſs our Sins, be is 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and io 
cleanſe us from all Unrigbteouſneſs. 
While we are wallowing in the Mire of im- 
pure Luſts, indulging corrupt Paſſions and Ap» 
petites, impenitent and unreformed, God can 
take no Pleaſure in us; H- hatrth all the WWork- 
ers of Iniquity, and is angry with the Wicked 
every Day : And therefore ſuch are by no means 
prepared to die, and appear before the Judg- 
ment Seat of Chriſt ; tis the Guilt, Pollution 
and Dominion of Sin, that arms Death with 
its P nay Sting, and makes it a dreadful 
Pa age to Miſery, according to the Decree of 
the Goſpel, The Hager of Sin is Death, Rom. vi. 


. 
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2, Faith 
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2, Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to our being habitually ready 


for his Coming by Death. 
He is the promiſed Meſſiah, and one Media- 


tor between God and Man, who died for our OO. 


ences, and roſe again for our Juſtification ; and 
7 you believe not that I am H. ſaid Chriſt to 
the Jews, you ſball die in your Sins, John viii, 
24. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not ſball be 
damned. John iii. 18. He that believeth not is 
condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed 
in the Name of the only begotten Son of God. 
Now that Faith, which is neceſſary to habi- 
tual Preparedneſs for Death, is not a bare Af- 
ſent of the Mind, but ſuch a firm Perſuaſion of 
the Truth of the Goſpel, as produceth a ſtea- 
dy Reſolution to hearken to Chrift, as the Great 
Prophet of the Church; to truſt in him as the 
High-Pricſ of our Profeſſion, and obey him in 
all Things, as we have Ability and Opportu- 


- nity, by a ſober, righteous and godly. Life. 


James ii. 17. Faith, if it hath not Works is dead, 
being alone. Ver. 26. As the Body without the 
Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is dead 
alſo. He is the Author of eternal Salvation to 
them that obey him. 

And when we have thus repented of and for- 
ſaken every Way of Wickedneſs, and have de- 


' © voted ourſelves to Chriſt, as our Saviour and 


Lord, we are ready, as to our State, for Death, 
and whenever it comes, it will not be a fatal 


Surprize. 
ad. But 
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24. But beſide this, we thould labour after 
an actual Readineſs for the Coming of our Lord, 


which I ſhall deſcribe in the following Parti- 
culars. 


1. We muſt exerciſe conſtant Care and 
Watchfulneſs againſt all Sin, and unwearied En- 
deavours to gain a more complete Deliverance 
from the remaining Diſorders of our Souls. 

Having broken off an renounced every Way 
of Wickedneſs, it muſt be our habitual Care to 
return no more to Folly, that no Iniquity may 
regain Dominion over us: Being juſtified from 
the Guilt of our paſt Tranigreſſions, we muſt 
live as free from Sin as pollible ; eſpecially 
from groſs, preſumptuous Sins, which make a 
Breach between God and the Soul: Thus Chriſt 
Exhorted his Ditctples, Luke xxi 34. Take heed 
to your ſekves, eſt at any Time your Hearts be 
overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, 
and Cares of this Life, aud ſo that Day come 
apon you Unawarts. 

As we are ſurrounded with many ſubtle, ma- 
licious, indetatigable Adverſaries, and alluring 
Objects, and the beſt of Men are frail, imper- 
fect Creatures, we have need to watch and pray 


that we enter not into Temptation; for though the 


Spirit is willing, the Pleſb is weak, Matt. xxvi. 41. 
Our Souls muſt daily aſcend to God in fuch Pe- 
titions as theſe: Cleanſe thou me, O God, from 
* ſecret Faults ; keep back thy Servant from pre- 
* ſumptuous Sins ; let * not have Dominion over 
* me, 
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« me, Pſal. xix. 12, 13. Create in me @ clean 
“ Heart, and renew a right Spirit within me, 
&« Pal. li. 10. Aſſiſt me to ſubdue every irregular 
« Paſſion and Appetite, to out-grow my Weak- 
© neſſes and Infirmities, and to perfect Holineſs 
«in thy Fear. N | 


2. We ſhould endeavour to ſet our worldly 
Affairs in the beſt Order we can, that we may 
have as little Diſturbance, as poſſible, about 
them, on a ſick and dying Bed, and prevent 
Quarrels and Law-ſuits after our Death, 2 
Kings xx. I. Set thine Houſe in Order, for thou 
ſpalt die and not live. | 


3. We muſt be diligent to fill up every Sta- 
tion and Relation of Life with the proper Vir- 
tues and Duties thereof, and to keep a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards God and Man, 

He who ſent us into the World hath aſſign- 
ed Work ſuitable to every Age, Station, and 
Relation; and He will be found in the greateſt 
Readineſs for his Lord's Coming, who 1s moſt 
careful in improving his Time and Talents to 
the Honour of his Maſter, and the Good of his 


Fellow-Creatures. 


And what doth the Lord our God require 
of us, but to do jufily, love Mercy, and walk 
humbly before him? Micah vi. 8. To be ſtrict- 


ly true and honeſt in our Words and Actions; 


and to do to others as we may reaſonably ex- 


pect to be done by; to be kind and ws 
| an 
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and tender-hearted, and take Pleaſure in reliev- 
ing the Wants, and alleviating the Burdens and 


Sorrows of our Fellow-Creatures, and promo- 
ting the Publick Good; and to be as ſerious and 


exact as we can, in worſhipping God in Pub- 2 


lick, in the Family, and in Secret. Matt. xxiv. 
46. Bleſſed is that Servant, whom his Lord, when 
he cometh, ſball find ſo doing. Again, | 


4. Our actual Readineſs for Death conſiſts in 
the lively Exerciſe of every Grace, eſpecially 
Faith, Love, Hope, Patience and Refignation 
to the Will of God. 

Faith muſt be ſtrong and active: For then 
am I in a good Frame to die, when I am fully 
ſatisfied ot the Truth of the Goſpel, the All- 
ſufficiency of Chriſt, and the Certainty of his 
Promiſes ; and from a Conſciouſneſs of my ſin- 
cere Compliance with the Terms of the Goſpel, 
can venture into the unſeen World, relying 
on the Love and Faithfulneſs of God my Sa- 
viour. I know in whom J have believed, and 
am perſuaded he will keep that Soul I have 
committed to him in a way ot well-doing, 
We ſhould endeavour to inflame our Love more 
and more, to God and the Redeemer, and to 
give the moſt ſubſtantial Proof of it, by a zea- 
lous Obedience. Our Hope and Truſt in God 
ſhould be ſteady and unſhaken. Fob xiii. 15. 
To he ſlay me, yet Iwill truſt in him. Thal. lvi. 
5. What Time I am afraid, I will truſt in thee, 

atience ſhould have its perte& Exerciſe un- 
| Þ 2 der 
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der all the Trials and Afflictions of the preſent 
Life, and the Sickneſs and Pains of diſſolving 
Nature, and then we ſhould be entirely reſign- 


ed to the Will of God, with Reference to the | 


Time and Place, and Manner, and all the Cir- 
cumſtances of our Death: Behold the Servant of 
the Lord, let bim do with me as ſeemeth good in 


bis Sight : Not my Will, bus tbius be dove. 


F. We muſt be growing into a greater Wean- 
edneſs from, and Indifference to all preſent En- 
joyments, from a Conviction of their Vanity 

and Emptineſs, and the ſuperior Excellency of 

ſpiritual and heavenly Things. | 
This Earth is not our — 00 Place, nor any 
thing in it fit to be our Portion and Happineſs. 
We bave here no continuing City, but look for one to 
come. Our Conver/ation, or Citizenſhip, is in Hea- 
ven, from whence we lock for a Saviour, Phil. iii. 
20 We are, by Proſeſſion, Pilgrims and Stran- 
gers and Travellers, and therefore our Affecti- 
ons muſt not be attached to the Accommoda- 
tions we meet with in the Way. We ought, 
indeed, to be very thankful to God for every 
favourable Circumſtance and agreeable Relation, 
but if our Hearts are too SE {et on any crea- 
ted Good, we ſhall find it difficult to take 
Leave thereof at Death. 1 Cor, vii. 29, 30. 
' The Time is ſbort, therefore they that haus 

Wives ſbould be as if they bad noe, and they 
that weep as though they wept not, aud they that 
rejoyce, as tho they rejoyced not, aud they thet 
| WJ 
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buy, as tbo they poſſeſſed not, and they tbat 
this World as not over-uſing it; for the 

7 Bio of this World paſſeth away, In the laſt 

Place, | 


6. A Willingneſs to die, and longing, regu- 
lar Deſires to depart and be with Chriſt, is the 
Perfection ot an actual Readineſs, | 

This, indeed, is a high Attainment, to which 
1- few comparatively arrive. Death, conſidered as 
- MR a Separation of Soul and Body, and a bidding 
| Farewel to all our Friends and worldly Enjoy- 
ments, is terrible and ſhocking to Nature; and 
nothing but a ſtrong Faith, and the lively Hopes 
of a bleſſed Immortality, can give us, ſo far, 
the Victory over it, as to inſpire us with a long- 
ing, judicious Deſire to depart, This was the 
happy Frame of Saint Paul, after many Years 
eminent Service and patient Suffering for the 
Sake of Chriſt, from a full Aſſurance of a glo- 
rious Reward ; and this every Chriſtian ſhould, 
: at leaſt, be praying and labouring atter, by 
growing in Grace, aipiring atter high Degrees 
of Holineſs, and frequent, devout Contempla- 
tions of the Glory to be revealed at the Com- 
ing of our Lord; tor tho' it is not abſolutel 
neceſſary to our Safety or future M 
yet it is very honourable to Religion and com- 
tortable to ourſelves, to be able to ſay with St. 
Paul, 2 Cor. v. 1, 8. We are confident aud will- 
ing rather to be abſent from the Body and preſent 
with the Lord Tor we know that if our earthly 

| | Houſe 
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Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolued, we have 
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a Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 


eternal in the Heavens. N 
And thus I have deſcribed that Readineſs, | 


both as to our State and Frame, which all of 


us ought to be labouring after. Be ye alſo 
ready. 


II. Let us attend to the Motive, by which 


our Lord cnforceth the Exhortation 3 for in 
ſuch an Hour as you think not, the Son of Man | 
- cometh, In which two powerful Arguments to 
_ continual Readineſs are imported; The 


« Certainty of the Thing itſelf, and the Un- 
« certainty of the particular Time or Seaſon. 
Verſe 42. Ye know neither the Day nor the 


Seaſon ; and in the Text, In ſuch a Seaſon as e 


think not, the Son of Man cometh. 


I. Nothing is more certain than Death it- 


ſelt: It is appointed to Men once to die, and the 
Living know that they ſhall die. That this is 


the general Law for Mankind, needs no other 


Proof, but daily Experience. We continually 
ſee or hear of one or other of our Friends, Ac- 
quaintance, Neighbours or Strangers, going off 
the Stage of Lite. One Generation 92 away 
and another cometh, Eccleſ. i. 4. What Man tis 


be that livetb and ſball not fee Death? Shall 


he deliver his Soul from the Hand of the Grave? 
Pal. Ixxxix. 48. By one Man Sin entered into 


the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 


paſſed 
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aſſed upon all Men, Rom. v. 12. Every one 
Paſſed. ought to be in a Readineſs for that 
reat Change, which will fix us in an ——_—_ * 
able State of Happineſs or Miſery, But tho? 


the Thing itſelf is certain, 


2. Nothing is more uncertain to us than the 
Seaſon of it. This Secret God hath with equal 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs concealed from us. We 
are ſo far from knowing the Day, that we can 
not tell in what Stage of Life, whether in Child- 

ood or Youth, Manhood or Old Age, we may 

be called hence, Nay, Death may come in a 
caſon when it is leaſt of all expected: In an 
our thas you think not, the Son of Man cometh. 

hen we imagine we have the faireſt Proſpect 

f many Years to come, and are leaſt apprehen- 
ive of Danger; when our Bones are full of 
Marrow, and our Health ſeems moſt firm, a a 
nortal Diſtemper may ſuddenly arreſt and hur- 


y us away; or an unforeſeen Accident may 


Put an End to Lite at once: Therefore we 
Wught to be always prepared by a Holy Life, 
o meet Death with Safety and Comfort; and 
ince we know not which Day will be our laſt, 
nd are not ſure of ſeeing To-morrow, we 
Whould never be caſy till we are in ſuch a State, 
hat whenever 1t comes it may put an End to 
ll our Sins and Sorrows, and be an Entrance 
nto eternal Happineſs. +" 7h 


APPLI- 
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APPLICATION. | 


I ſhall now proceed to the Practical Im- 
provement of the Words, and of the melan- 
choly Providence that led me to diſco urſe u up- | 
on them. 


1. And here I 8 Leave, in the Grit Place 
" addreſs to the mournful Parents of the De- 
as d. Inſtead of indulging to Grief, cloſely at- 
— to the Voice of God by this Providence, Be | 
ye alſo ready; tor your Advances in Years puts | 
you in Mind "that in a little Time the Son ol J 
Man will come, and that, accordin 
Courſe of Nature, you are nigh unto — | 
A ſore Breach hath, indeed, been made on 
your Family; a tender, hopeful Branch hath been | 
lopped off; and not to mourn would argue 
Stupidity and Want of Natural Affection But, 
Bleſſed be God, you have no Reaſon to Sor- 3 
row, as thoſe that are without Hope, but to 
mingle Joy with your Tears, for a Soo), aut 
loft, but gone before and advanced. © 
You had the unfpeakable Pleaſure to ſee your 
pray ers and Inſtructions crowned with Succeſs, 
by bis remembring his Creator in the Pays off 
his Youth, and early dedicating himſelf to the 
Service of God, and the comfortable Hopes he 
expreſſed on a Dying-Bed: Having there fore 
given a Vent to — Grief, now ſet your- 
ſelves to make a Gain of your Loſs, by ſtirring] 


up 
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up the Grace of God in you to a lively Exer- 
ciſe, and double Diligence, to be in an actual 
Readineſs for your own approaching Change. 

As you are in the Decline ot Life, and have 
many Years been engaged in the Service of the 
beſt of Maſters, approve the Sincerity of your 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, by abounding more and 
more in all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; by 
exemplary Holineſs of Heart and Life; a grow- 
ing Weanedneſs from this World, and earneſt 
Breathings atter that eternal Reſt which re- 
mains for the People of God. Thus let your 
laſt Days be your beſt, and your laſt Work 
your beſt, that you may finith your Courſe with 
joy, and meet your pious departed Friends and 
Relations on the right Hand of the judge. 


2. I would addreſs to You, the younger 
Relations, Friends, Acquaintance, and Neigh- 
bours of our departed Brother, and to young 
Perſons in general, 


The Character of Mr. Tho, Adams was ſo 
well known, that I need not expatiate much 
upon it; but Juſtice to the Dead, and Concern 
for the Good of the Living, oblige me to men- 
tion a few Particulars, to the 3805 of Di- 
vine Goodneſs, for your Imitation. 


Early Inclinations to Religion happily pre- 
vented his being led away by evil Cuſtoms and 
bad Examples into thoſe youthſul Luſts, where- 

1 by 
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by many others have laid a Foundation for. 
Shame and Sorrow, and bitter Repentance. 
He began betimes to ſeek and to ſerve the God | 
of his Fathers, in publick and ſecret; and he 
found it good for him to draw nigh to God. 


With Pleaſure I obſerved and endeavoured RF 
to cultivate his good Diſpoſition of Mind, | 
(while he was ſome Time in my Family, ſeve- 
ral Years ago) which grew up to a Habit of | 
Goodneſs, - the Bleſſing of God on the Mini- 


ſtration of the Word and Ordinances in this 
Place. He paid a great Regard to the Lord's 
Day, and delighted in conſtant Attendance on 
the Means ot Grace; and having committed 
to Writing at Church, as much as he could of 
the Sermons, he endeavoured to impreſs them 
on his own and others Minds, by Repetition 
in the Evening at his Father's Houſe. Ha- 
ving devoted bimſelf to God in ſecret, and 
come to a judicious Reſolution to make Reli- 
gion the Buſineſs of Life, when he was about 
fitteen Years of Age, he earneſtly defired to 
join with us in keeping up the Remembrance 
of the Death of Chriſt at the Lord's Table; 
juſtly apprehending it a Duty incumbent upon 
young Perſons, as well as others; and with 
Pleaſure J aſſiſted and encouraged him to per- 
form it in a right Manner, well knowing that 
young Diſciples are peculiarly agreeable to 
* Chriit. 43 | 
His 
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His Piety towards God influenced him to 
behave well towards all with whom he had to 
do. He was a very dutitul Son to loving Pa- 
rents, an affectionate Brother, a faithful Ser- 
yant, a Bleſſing to the Family where he was 
an Apprentice, good-temper'd, kind and com- 
paſſionate, cheartul and affable in Converſation, 
without Leyity or Frothineſs; In ſhort, his 

ood Behaviour procured a general Eſteem and 
2 and render' his Lite very deſirable, 
and his Death greatly lamented. 


His laſt Sickneſs was a violent Feaver, which 


had carried off a good Maſter, Mr. Henry - 


Brown, and a Fellow-Apprentice, a few Months 
before, He bore it with Patience and Reſig- 
nation, neither apprehenſive or greatly deſirous 
of Recovery, nor terrified at the Approach 
of Death, which had loſt its Sting, And he 
expreſſed a very tender and affectionate Con- 
cern for the Spiritual Weltare of his ſurviving 
Relations; which I hope they will remember, 
and wiſely profit thereby, 


And now were it fit to indulge our. Inclina- 
tion, we ſhould ſtop here, and weep over the 
Aſhes of our departed Brother; but weeping 
muſt not hinder ſowing. The Removal of ſe- 
rious young Perſons, juſt ſetting out in the 
World, and likely to be eminently holy and 

C2 uſctul, 
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uſe ful, is a great Myſtery in Providence; but we 
are ſure that the Ways of God, however dark 
and unaccountable to us, are under the Conduct 
of perfect Rectitude; and therefore we will be 
dumb, and not open our Mouths: Not our 
Will, but his be done. The Lord gave; the 
Lord made him amiable; the Lord hath taken 
away, and bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 


Let this affecting Inſtance of the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of Life, and of the Vanity of 
Man as mortal, not only make a preſent Im- 
preſſion, but excite to ſerious, abiding Thought- 
fulneſs about our Souls and another World, 


, | E:. 

Being dead, he yet ſpeaketh,“ Be ye al/o 
ce ready; for in an Hour that ye think not, 
« the Son of Man may come to Tow, as he did 
« to Me. Remember therefore now your Crea- 
« tor in the Days of your Youth, before the evil 
« Days come, and the Years draw nigh, which 
c are, of all, the moſt unfit to begin your great 
« Work. Seck God early, and you ſhall find 
«© him: Acquaint yourſelves now with him, and | 
© be at Peace, thereby Good ſhall come to you. 
f F 2 youthtul Luſts, but follow after Holi- 
0 neſs. 33 
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Education: 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. Know you the 
God of your Fathers, and ſerve him with an up- 
right Heart and a willing Mind: If you ſeek 
him, he will be found of you ; but if you forſake 
him, he will caft you off for ever. 


1. Let me intreat you not to go. into the 
gay, thoughtleſs Humour of the preſent Age, 
which is the Bane of Piety and Virtue, and the 
chief Ground of Infidelity; bat be ſober- mind- 
ed, conſiderate, dutiful to Parents, faithful to 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, grave and holy in all 
manner of Convetſation. Follow not a Multi- 
tude to do evil. Imitate the Example of the 
beſt, not of the moſt; and ſtudy by ſingular 
good Behaviour to acquire ſolid Reputation, 
and grow in Fa vour both with God and Man. 


2. Converſe much with the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wile to Salvation ; 
begin and end every Day with ſecret Prayer ; 
and be you in the Fear of the Lord all the 
Day long. | 


3. Remember the Lord's Day to keep it 
holy, by publickly acknowledging God and the 
Redeemer in worſhiping Aſſemblies, and com- 
muning with your own Hearts at Home, which 
will miniſter infinitely greater Satisfaction on a 
cool Review, than they can have, who turn it 
into a Day of Idleneſs or Recreation. 


4 Having 
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4. Having acquainted yourſelves with the 
Nature and Deſign of the Lord's Supper, (which | 
lies plainer in the New Teſtament than in the 

Writings of Men) vis. to keep up the Me- 
mory of the Death of Chriſt, to profeſs our 
Faith and Reſolution of Obedience to him, 
and Communion with all Chriſtians, by cating 
and drinking in a religious Manner at his Ta- 
ble: Pe not afraid to come and declare your- i 
ſelves the Followers of a Saviour, who was de- 
livered for your Offences, and roſe again for your 
Juſtiſicatiou, Rom. iv. 25. and is able to ſave i 
to the uttermoſt them that come to God by him, 
ſeeing be ever liveth to make Iuterceſſion for them, i 
Heb. vii. 25. 1 


Vour deceaſed Brother and Friend experi- 
enced this to be a pleaſant and uſeful Grdi- © | 
nancoe, which he choſe never to neglect. And 
what can have a greater Tendency to reſtrain 
ftrom Sin, and promote the Virtues and Graces of 
the Divine Lite, than the frequent devout Com- 
memoration of the Good-will of God to Men, 
in ſending his own Son to be the Propitiation 
for the Sins of the World; and of the Love of 
Jeſus in giving himſelf for us, to redeem us from 
all Iniquity, and purify ts himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works ? 


Sf ao #c& #4. 


5. Habjtuate yourſelves early to the Thoughts 
of God, as your gracious Sovereign, conſtant 
Obſerver, 
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Obſerver,bountiful Benefactor and tuture Jud ge 3 


and when you are tempted to neglect your Da- 
ty, or do what you know is evil, reject the So- 
lccitation with Diſdain, as Fo/eph did, Gen. 
= xxxix. 9. How can I do this great Wickedneſs 
and Sin againſt God © 


= 6. Avoid the familiar Society, much more 
entering into the neareſt Relation with thoſe 
8 who are leud, debauched and profane, who- 
make a Mock of Sin, and a Jeft of Religion, 
and would attempt to laugh you out of a Re- 
gard to God and Chriſt, and your Souls. For- 
ie the Fooliſh and live, and go in the Way of 
= Underftanding, Prov. ix. 6. If Sinners entice you, 
conſent you not, Prov. i. 10, But be you Com- 
2X panions of the Wiſe and Sober and Vertuous ; 
or he that waiketh with wiſe Men ſball be wiſe, 
at 2 Companion of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed, Prov. 
Vi. 10. Let it be your unalterable Reſolu- 
tion, that, whatever others do, you will ſerve 
the Lord, by doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, and 
walking in all his Statutes and Ordinances, 
me WW blamcleſs; which is the only Preparation tor 
leaving this World with Safety and Comtort, 
and tor a bleſſed Immortality. 


7. Do not adjourn this great Work to any 
future Seaſon, leſt you ſhould never find one 
more convenicnt, but be hardened by the De- 
ceittulneſs of Sin, The very End of God in 
ſending you into this World, and putting you 

in 
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in a State - of Trial, was, that you might pre- 
are ſor a ſuture, — State, by a ſo- 
r, righteous and godly Life. This is there- 


fore the firſt Thing we ſhould ſet about, and I 


oſecute as 7 as we live. Matt. vi. 33. 
Seek ye firſt the Ki 
z#eouſneſs. | 


Say not within thy Heart, O vain Youth, i 
what Need ſo much Haſte? I am young and 
healthful, and have many Years to live: For, 
James iv. 14. What is thy Life, even a Vapour, i 
that appear eth 7 or 4 ſbort Seaſon, and then va- 23 
ni ſbeth away © Your —_—_ therefore ought 8 


to be that of your Saviour: { mu, (and by the 
Help of God) I will work the Works of him that 


ſent me, while it is Day; the Night cometh when i 
none can work, John ix. 4. Remember the ſad 
Caſe of the rich Fool in the Parable, Luke xii. i 

16. while he was pleaſing himſelf with the idle 


ngdom of God and bis Rigb- f ; 


= ys _ ha. . > RL 


Dream of many future Years to gratify his car- 1 
nal Inclinations; ſaying, Luke xii 16. Soul, take i 


thine Eaſe, eat, drink and be merry, God ſaid, i 
Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſball be required. 
Prov. xxvii. 1. Boaſt not yourſelves theretore of i 
To-morrow, for ye know not what a Day ſhall 
bring forth. To- day you are alive and in Health; 
'To-morrow you may be ſeized by a mortal 
Feaver, or other Diſtemper, and hurried away 


into Eternity. You have therefore no Time to 


loſe, but had need to be up and doing before 
+ Se | T ſhall 


it is too late, 


„ , 1 wed , A ww} 
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re- i 26 128 
-I hall cloſe all with a few Conſiderations, 
1 by Way of Motive to a continual Readineſs. 

3. (1. Ready or Unready, we muſt go, when 
Death reccives a Commiſſion to arreſt us,. and 


theiefore while we are delaying our Repentance, 
we arc in continual Danger of being 5 rized. 
God's inexorable Meſſenger will not be diverted 
by the Plea of Youth, or Beauty, or Riches; 
nor bribed by extorted Promiſes of future Re- 
ſcormation; nor moved by the moſt importu- 
nate Cries : © O ſpare me a little, that I may re- 
cover Strength, to make a better Preparation, 
before I go hence.” Our Times are in God's 
Hands, who can at any Time change our 
Countenance and ſend us away, and none can 
Say his Hand or reſiſt his Power. In an Hour 
bat you leaſt expect, the Son of Man may 
rome. What hath been the Caſe of others 
may ſoon be yours; and can you be eaſy while 
Jin continual Danger ot a fatal Surprize ? 


Vill ſeize your guilty Souls on a fick and dying 
Bed, it ſurprized unready and in your Sins: 
Lou may now filence and ſtupify Conſcience 
by frequent Reſiſtance, Company and Liquors : 

ou may take Pains to perſuade yourtelves, 
that there is no Difference between Virtue and 
Vice, nor any future Judgment; that the Goſ- 
\ 5 D pel- 


2. Think again, what Confuſion and Anguiſ .... _ 
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el- Account of Heaven and Hell is a Fable; 
and that you ſhall die like the Brutes and fall 
into unthinking Duſt. But at the Approach of 
Death, Men are uſually forced to entertain 
very different Sentiments; their jovial Compa- 
nions deſert them; their Principles of Infide- 
lity fail them; Conſcience is then let looſe, to 
preſent a black Liſt of unpardoned Sins to the 
amazed Soul, and territy it with dreadful Ex- 
pectations of the Wrath of an abuſed Sove- 
reign, and a miſerable Eternity. O the Horror 
of an awakened Sinner, that finds his Life end- 
ing be fore his great Work of Preparation is 
begun! Who feels he cannot live, and yet dare 
not die, but die he muſt! In what an Agony 
wilt thou then cry to God, O ſpare me a lit- 
« tle! Cut me not off in the midſt of my Days 
« and my Sins! Give me a ſhort Reprieve, and 
« I will live in a very different Manner“! With 
what carneſt Looks will you beg the Prayers 
of your pious Friends and Miniſters, whom 
you diſregarded, during your Health and Stu- 
pidity ! How many thoufand Fools and Mad- 
men will you call yourſelves for delaying your 
great Work till a ſick and dying Bed! 


O that you would foreſee and prevent all this 
Terror and Confuſion by a timely Preparation! 


Ifa. lv. 6, 7. Seek you the Lord while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near. Let the 


Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man 
ö | bis 
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bis Thoughts, and turn ts the Lord, while you are 
within the Reach of his Promiſe, that he will 
have Mercy upon you and abundantly pardon, 


3. Timely Preparation for Death, by the ha- 
bitual Practice of Piety and Virtue, or by So- 
bricty, Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs, will be 
the moſt effectual Way to make you eaſy and 
happy in the preſent World, 


Serious Religion is far from being that 
frightful, melancholy, unprofitable Thing you 
may imagine. 1 Tim. iv. 8. Godlineſs is profit= 
able to all Things, having Promiſe of the Life 
that now is, as well as of that to come. Pſal. 
xix. II. In keeping God's Commandments there 
is a great Reward, Pſal. cxix, 165. Great Peace 
bave they that love his Lau. Prov. iii. 17. The 
Ways of Wiſdom are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace. It reſtrains us from no 
Liberties that become our reaſonable Natures, 
nor abridges us of any Pleaſures but what are 
unmanly and injurious to ourſelves or others, 
and in the room of the brutiſh Pleaſures of 
Senſe and Vice, it will furniſh A better; 
the Joys of a good Conſcience, a Senſe of the 
Favour of God, an Intereſt in Chriſt, and the 
Hopes of everlaſting Bleſſedneſs. It will be 
the beſt Support under the Trials and Aﬀic- 
tions of the preſent Life; give us Honour and 
Reputation, render us beſoved by God and 

D 2 | Man, 
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Name of the Wicked ſhall rot. 


a To conclude, — 
4. Unſpeakably great will be the future H ap- 
pineſs of thoſe who are found ready; but ex- 


their Sins. | 
The Wicked is driven away in his Wickedneſs, 
but the Righteous hath Hope in his Death, 
Prov. xiv. 32. Mark the perfe# Man, and be- 
bold the Upright, for the End of that Man is 
Peace, Pſal. xxxvii. 37. *Tis poſſible for wick- 
ed Men to die as {ſtupid as they liv'd; but 
Death will open their Eyes, and convince them 
of the Reality of thoſe "Things they either 
disbelieved or would not conſider ; and then, 
with the Devils, they will believe and trem- 
ble. It is not only appointed to Men once to 
die, but after that the judgment. The Son 
of Man will make a ſecond Appearance, in his 
own Glory, the Glory of the Father, with his 
holy Angels; 1 Cor. xv. 52. The Trumpet ſball 

ſound, and the Dead be raiſed; aud we 
all appear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive according to the Deeds 
dene in the Body, whether good or evil, 2 Cor. 
v. 10. How dreadful will that Day be to thoſe 
who die unprepared, in their Sins ! How will 
they be able to hold up their Heads before 
him, as impartial Judge, after a Lite of Diſo- 
8 bedience 


Man, and embalm our Memory, when the 


tremely miſerable their Condition who die in 


bedience to his Goſpel ! What will they plead 
for themſelves, or whom will they retain to in- 
tercede ſor them! How will they bear that 
Sentence which muſt paſs upon them, and be 
executed without Delay: Matt. xxv. 41. De- 
part from me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil and bis Angels. 


But, O the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who made it 
the Buſinefs of their Lives to prepare for the 
Coming of their Lord ! They will have Rea- 
ſon to rejoice at the Approach of Dearh, as 
a Friendly Meſſenger to. convey them to the 
Manſions in their Father's Houſe. When they 
are abſent from the Body, they ſhall be pre- 
ſent with the Lord: Their Bodies ſhall be rai- 
ſed glorious and incorruptible : They ſhall 
triumph at the Appearance of their Lord ; 
ſtand on the right Hand of the Judge, and 
hear that kind Sentence, Matt. xxv. 34. Come 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you, Ver. 23. Well done, good and 
faithful Servants, enter you into your Maſfer s 
Joy; ſo ſball they be ever with the Lord, in 
whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and Pleaſures 
for evermore, 


And now, who can forbear crying, Gather . 
not my Soul with Sinners : Let me die the Death 
of the Righteous, and let my la End be like 
bis, Be ye therefore ready. Make Haſte, and 
delay 
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delay not to repent of your Sins, and believe 
on the Lord Jeſus, and live the Life of the 
Righteous. Eccleſ. ix. 10. Whatſoever thy Hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy Might; for there is 
no Work, nor Device, vor Knowledge, nor Wiſ- 
dom in the Grave, whither thou goeſt. Whatever 
is done for our Souls, : muſt be done now or 
never; now, or we are undone for ever. God 
= that all of us may know and purſue the 

hings that belong to our Peace, before they 
are hid from our Eyes. frre 


"be 
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＋ I S but a ſhort, uncertain Space 


Allow'd us here to live ; 


Death, unperceiv'd, comes on a-pace, 


And may no Warning give. 


2. 

Nor Great nor Small, nor Old nor Young, 
His fatal Dart can fly; | 
The Rich, the Poor, the Weak, the Strong, 

Without Diſtinction die. | 


| 3. | 
Each Day we live may be our laſt, 
For any Thing we know, 
Ere the next Minute ſhall be paſt, 
We our laſt Breath may draw. 


4. 
And ſhall we trifle and delay, 
And ftill keep ſinning on; 
* our Souls from Day to Day, 
Till Life and Time is gone? 


* 3 

The preſent Moment let us ſeize, 
For that alone is ours; 

Now ſet ourſelves our God to pleaſe, 
With all our Heart and Powers. 


To-day, while yet *tis call'd To-day, 
Let's hearken to his Voice; | 
Put every Luſt and Sin away, 
And make all Heay'n rejoice. 


Brown's Hymns. 
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p I. 7 Letters to 4 Friend 2 The firſt concerning the | 


End and Deſign of Prayer, or the Reaſonableueſs of 


* 
* 


| praying to an unchangeably wiſe, powerful and good God. 


anſwer to the Objections of the late Earl of Rocheſter, 


Mr. Blownt, and other modern Deiſts. | 


To the firſt Letter is added, the goth Diſſertation 
Maximus Tyrias, concerning this Queſtion, Whether we 
& ought to pray to God or no”? with Remarks upon it. 
be 2d Letter, The Doctrine of Predeſtination review'd; 
or, The Nature.of the Counſels and Decrees of God ; and 
the Riſe and Occafion of the Scripture Language concern- 
ing them, W- A 
4 The 2d Edition corrected and enlarged. 


II. The Hiſtory of the firſt planting the Chriſtian Reli- 


__— from the Acts of the Apoftles and their Epiſtles, 


ogether with the remarkable Facts of the Jewiſh and Ro- 
man Hiſtory which affected the Chriftians within this Pe- 
riod. In two Vols. to. | 

With an Appendix to prove that St. Luke wrote the 
Act, of the Apoſtles; and to ſhew, that, if the Ad, contain 
a true Hiſtory, Chriſtianity muſt be true. & 

| "Theſe two by George Benſon. x 7. 
III. A Paraphraſe and Notes upon St. Pauls Epiile to 


Philemon, 1 Timothy, ff 

1 Theſſalonians, 8 5 7 nt Wy. : pre 
2 Theſſalontays, 2 Timothy. _ 
Attempted in Imitation of Mr. Locke's Manner. 


o which are annexed, Critical Diſſertations on ſeveral 
Subjects, for the better underſtanding St. Paul's Epiſtles. 


IV. By th: ſame Author, A Diſſertation on 2 Theſſ. ii. 
1=12., In which is ſhewn, that the Bjbop of Rome is the 


Aan ef Sin: That the whole Prophecy is applicable to him, 


and his Adherents; and to them alone, Nor can we, at 

this Day, deſcribe the Apoſtacy of the Church of Rome, in 

a more conciſe and lively Manner, than the Apoſtle has 

done in that ſhort and remarkable Prophecy. | 
The 2d Edition corrected enlarged. 
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